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EXHIBITION APPLICATION FORM 

 
 

Thank you for your interest in exhibiting at The Condensery.  

Located in Toogoolawah, Queensland, Australia, The Condensery is formerly Australia’s first 
condensed milk factory, opened in 1899. In 2015, The Condensery was re-opened as a creative 
and cultural hub for the Somerset region and presents an annual program of exhibitions, events 
and programs. The Condensery is a producer and presenter of visual arts content, committed 
to showcasing work by artists that diversifies the experiences, knowledge and capacity of the 

Somerset community and its visitors.  

The Condensery is operated by Somerset Regional Council. 
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GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

Please read The Condensery’s Exhibition Policy prior to submitting an Exhibition Application Form.  

The Condensery is committed to offering exceptional art and cultural experiences through an 
integrated program of exhibitions, events and activities that expand audience engagement 
across diverse community sectors.  

The Condensery develops and hosts exhibitions and programs that display Somerset Region 
(local), regional and national practice across all areas and media of art, craft and design, 
fostering wide-ranging conversations.  

Exhibitions will be curated and selected which meet the following criteria: 

• Artistic rigour - exhibitions should be of high artistic excellence and integrity 
• Relevance - exhibitions should demonstrate the exploration of local, regional and 

national issues, reflect current directions in art practice, contribute unique and new 
perspectives in response to a changing world and/or have relevance to the Somerset 
region and its community 

• Audience development - exhibitions should be a rich educational resource to 
meaningfully engage with both established audiences of the region and/or creatively 
attract new audiences 

• Best-practice - exhibitions should be in-line with industry standards, particularly with 
regard to the standard of display and interpretation.  

The Condensery, strives to maintain close relations with the community and will foster the 
professional development of local artists through engagement with exhibition and public 
program opportunities and the development and presentation of their art. 

 

  

https://www.somerset.qld.gov.au/downloads/file/3634/c039-the-condensery-exhibitions-policy
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HOW TO APPLY 

All exhibitions are developed in consultation with the Gallery Curator. It is recommended that 
applicants contact the Gallery Curator by emailing thecondensery@somerset.qld.gov.au prior 
to submitting an Exhibition Application Form.  

Individual artists, groups and organisations should submit an Exhibition Application Form to 
exhibit their artworks in the gallery. Applications are assessed by the Gallery Curator and 
approved by The Condensery Advisory Committee on an annual basis.  

All applications will be assessed with consideration to The Condensery’s Exhibition Policy 2023 
(C/039), Somerset Regional Council’s Arts Culture & Heritage Plan 2023-2028 and Somerset 
Regional Council’s Corporate Plan. 

Additional considerations include the practical and logistical suitability of the proposed 

exhibition, including consideration of The Condensery’s staffing, time and budget resources.  

 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

The Condensery provides 68 linear metres of fixed wall hanging and display space and 207 

square metres of gallery floor space. Please refer to the Floor Plan for further specifications.  

The Condensery is equipped with movable wall panels and plinths that can be located at 
various positions within the gallery.  

Audiovisual technology, such as mounted televisions, projectors (including short throw), 
speakers and media players are provided by The Condensery. Specialised equipment must be 
supplied by the artist, group or organisation.  

The Condensery has a track lighting system. There are warm toned spotlights and wash lights 

available. Lighting can be tailored to suit specific exhibition requirements.  

The Condensery’s exhibitions are typically displayed for a 60–70-day exhibition period. The 
specific timing varies due to public holidays, school holidays and closure periods.  

Exhibition installation must occur within a 5-day period. Installation is managed by The 
Condensery.  

All marketing and promotion of exhibitions is managed by The Condensery. Artists, groups and 
organisations must provide appropriate marketing and promotion assets upon request. Artists 
are not to undertake any marketing and promotion of any kind without the express permission 
of the Gallery Curator.  

 

mailto:thecondensery@somerset.qld.gov.au
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Gallery One and Two 

Formerly the packing shed for Australia’s first condensed milk factory, Gallery One and Two are 
the largest spaces in the gallery and have high ceilings and concrete floors. These spaces are 
often programmed with major exhibitions from intrastate and national organisations, or 
exhibitions of high quality from professional artists. This large room can be divided using 
movable walls and is climate controlled.  

Wall space: 50 linear metres 

Floor space: 185 square metres 

 

Bomb Shelter 

Built in the 1940s as a repository for archives during World War II, The Condensery’s bomb shelter 
is currently used as an exhibition space. The bomb shelter is darkened with minimal wall 
hanging options. It is well suited to video, sound or digital work, sculpture, installation or mixed 
media.  

Wall space: 18 linear metres 

Floor space: 22 square metres 

NOTE: The Bomb Shelter has a separate call out for exhibition proposals annually.  
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APPLICANT DETAILS 

NAME / GROUP MEMBERS / 

ORGANISATION  

 

RESIDENTIAL ADDRESS  

POSTAL ADDRESS  

PHONE  

EMAIL  

WEBSITE  

SOCIAL MEDIA  

 

EXHIBITION DETAILS 

EXHIBITION TITLE  

PREFERED DATES   

PREFERED GALLERY SPACE  
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Please ensure you submit the following as attachments.  

ARTIST CV (2 – 4 pages) The focus of an artist's CV is to highlight your artistic training, 
exhibition history and significant career achievements. It is 
important to keep your artist CV simple, clear and easy to read 
with well-defined categories. A typical CV is between one to 
four pages long.  
 
ARTIST CV TEMPLATE 

EXHIBITION RATIONALE (1-
page) 

Use an Exhibition Rationale to explain your key ideas and 
concepts. Some key prompts to consider in an exhibition 
rationale are:  

1. Goals 
- What goals would you like to achieve through 

presenting this exhibition?  
2. Context  

- What has influenced your art practice and this 
exhibition?  

- Are there any important historical, social, political or 
economic contexts? 

- Has your prior work or life experience informed the 
exhibition? 

3. Impact 
- What do you expect the audience to feel, think, 

experience, understand, see, learn and/or consider 
from the exhibition? 

- How might displaying this exhibition at The 
Condensery contribute to the meanings you are 
trying to convey?  

EXHIBITION PROPOSAL  Use this section to effectively communicate the practical ideas 
and exhibition logistics, including: 

1. Artwork descriptions that provide a clear picture of what 
your proposed exhibition will look like and what it will 
contain. It is highly recommended that exhibition 
proposals include artwork images. 

2. A summary of research and plan for your ideas. It is 
highly recommended that exhibition proposals include a 
floor plan or diagram.  

https://visualarts.net.au/media/uploads/files/Template_CV_template_JCS.pdf
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3. A rationale for the design, placement and type of objects 
comprising your exhibition. Explain how this will effectively 
communicate the message and ideas contained in your 
work. 

4. It is important that exhibitions at The Condensery are the 
highest standard of professionalism. Please outline how 
you have considered ethics and visitor access.   

PUBLIC PROGRAMS 
PROPOSAL/S 

The Condensery will provide education and public programs 
aligned with the exhibition program and according to budget 
and resourcing capacity. Please outline if you intend to host any 
of the following:  

1. Talks, panel discussions and exhibition tours by artists, 
curators and writers in the field of visual and creative 
arts, designed to add value to exhibitions and audience 
experience. 

2. Workshops exploring visual arts activities for education 
and community groups led by artists and trained staff, 
designed to develop and maintain engagement with 
culture and creative practice. 

3. Public workshops exploring visual arts activities for 
children, young people and adults led by artists and 
trained staff, designed to develop and maintain 
engagement with culture and creative practice. 

4. Tours of exhibitions and the building for education and 
community groups. 

SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS  Special requirements may be negotiated, please consider:  
1. If you need any special equipment to display or install 

your exhibition.  
2. If you need a specific budget or additional funding to 

achieve your exhibition goals.  
3. If there are specific access considerations for people 

with a disability.  
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION  

• The Condensery reserves the right to decline exhibition proposals, artworks and 
submissions. This decision is final and may not be appealed. Unsuccessful applicants 
may ask for written feedback.  

• Incomplete applications will not be considered. Please ensure you provide all details 
itemised in the Declaration section (page 9).  

• All Exhibition Application Forms must be emailed to thecondensery@somerset.qld.gov.au. 
Acknowledgment of receipt of your submission will be issued within a two-week period of 
the date received. 

• All proposals are kept on file for a period of 12 months. Successful applicants will be 
contacted by The Condensery.  

• All exhibitions must adhere to The Condensery’s Exhibition Policy 2023 (C/039), Somerset 
Regional Council’s Arts Culture & Heritage Plan 2023-2028 and Somerset Regional 
Council’s Corporate Plan.  

• The Condensery’s exhibition program is developed by the Gallery Curator and approved 
by The Condensery Advisory Committee. The timing, scheduling and assessment of 
proposals is overseen by the Gallery Curator.  

• The Condensery reserves the right to direct where artworks are hung or placed, and/or to 
remove an artwork if it poses a danger to the public, and/or is unethical or offensive. This 
decision is final and may not be appealed.  

• In general, the exhibition program is developed on an 18 month to 2 year forward-
planning basis.  

• The Condensery is not a for hire venue and artworks will not be for sale. The Condensery 
will pay Artwork/Exhibition Loan Fees and enter into an Artwork/Exhibition Loan Agreement 
with exhibiting artists, groups and/or organisations. The specific fees and agreement 
terms will be subject to negotiation.  

• The Condensery will use any personal information provided for the intended purpose only 
and for remaining in contact with you. Somerset Regional Council is authorised to collect 
this information in accordance with the Local Government Act 2009 and other Local 
Government Acts. Your personal information is only accessed by persons authorised to 
do so, and is dealt with in accordance with Council’s Privacy Policy. 

• The Condensery is securely monitored, including invigilation during opening hours. 
Somerset Regional Council will not be responsible for any damage to, or the loss or theft 
of, any artworks except in the case that the proven cause of the damage, loss or theft is 
the negligence of the gallery.  

mailto:thecondensery@somerset.qld.gov.au
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DECLARATION 

 I/We, the applicant/s declare that the Exhibition Application submitted is correct in all 
respects, at the time of lodgement with Somerset Regional Council. Should any of the 
details given in relation to this application change in the future, the applicant shall advise 
in writing prior to any such change being implemented. 

 I have read, understand and acknowledge The Condensery’s Exhibitions Policy. 
 I have read, understand and acknowledge the information outlined in this Exhibition 

Application Form.  
 I have supplied as part of my application: 

• Applicant Details  
• Exhibition Details  
• Artist CV  
• Exhibition Rationale  
• Exhibition Proposal  
• Public Programs Proposal/s 

• Special requirements  

 

APPLICANT NAME 
  
APPLICANT SIGNATURE 
 
DATE 

 

 

If you have any questions about the application process, please email Gallery Curator, Madeline 
Brewer at thecondensery@somerset.qld.gov.au.  

Please email completed Exhibition Application Forms and supporting materials to 
thecondensery@somerset.qld.gov.au. 

  

mailto:thecondensery@somerset.qld.gov.au
mailto:thecondensery@somerset.qld.gov.au


pg. 10 
 

  



pg. 11 
 

 


